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The Place of Encounter with the Gospel
“The Problem of Kierkegaard’s Concept of “the Single Individual”
Judging from Christian Faith-

Osamu SAKIKAWA

I consider Kierkegaard's concept of "the single individual" as a problem of "call-
ing" in the Christian context by this essay. Kierkegaard tried to find the voice of
calling in the act of love, mostly in the love to neighbor. But there seems to be a
contradiction between neighbor-love and being an single individual.

Kierkegaard insists that neighbor-love means "negation of egoism" in Works
of Love. However, such a viewpoint is tinged with the danger that fails to receive
the Gospel as "the hope of salvation" while avoiding a fundamental problem of the
Christian faith ,such as "the single individuality of Jesus-Christ".

We come across the Gospel as "logos of Christ" in "experience of swinging-con-
tinuation" to recapitulate own individuality rather than "synchronism as the awaken-

ing" that Kierkegaard acquired.
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