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Workshop Report: “New interpretations of the concept of the
single individual of Kierkegaard”

Kinya MASUGATA (Facilitator)

In the past our society had held lectures or symposiums at the plenary sessions,
but this year we changed the style for a workshop, because we wanted to have a
more open or frank discussion at the session. As a result, each speaker could, on
the one hand, easier present his presentation than a presenter at a symposium or
a lecture, on the other, some of participants enjoyed the discussion by each other’s
faces.

The title of this workshop was “New interpretations of the concept of the single
individual of SK,” that was proposed by Mr. Nakazato, one of our society’s direc-
tors. The speakers were: Mr. Tanizuka, Mr. Sakikawa, Mr. Nakazato and Mr.
Yonezawa. Mr. Tanizuka introduces the fundamental meanings of the single indi-
vidual by SK, Mr. Sakikawa criticizes SK’s concept of the single individual from the
viewpoint of the positive side of the individuality (Enkelthed) with “my” encounter
of Christ or “my” solvation by Christ, Mr. Nakazato emphasizes the importance of
our consciousness of the single individual in contemporary academic situation in
Japan, and Mr. Yonezawa tries to appropriate SK’s concept of the single individual
and his critique of society, the mass as the critique of our age with the experience

of totalitarianism.
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